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Our people / Ludzie



Unique Platform= Research / Badanie



Unique Platform= Books / Książki



Unique Platform= Education / Edukacja



We provide: Planning for People

Oferujemy: Planowanie dla ludzi



Life / Zycie Space / Przestrzeńńńń Buildings / Budynki

Our philosophy / Nasza filozofia

Gehl Architects create cities that are

• lively, 

• healthy, 

• sustainable, 

• attractive and 

• safe
improving people’s quality of life.



Traditional planning / Tradycyjne planowanie

Buildings / Budynki Life / Zycie

?

Space / Przestrzeńńńń



Traditional planning / Tradycyjne planowanie



Traditional planning / Tradycyjne planowanie



Loosing touch of the human scale



Not made for people



To make our cities better –
we must understand its people



Cultures are different…



Climates are different…



…but many aspects of peoples behaviour

are universal



The human is a walking being

with a ground speed of 5 km/h



All our senses are important



75% of all impressions are through eyesight



Experienced from an average height



The social field of vision 

Distance 100 – 0,5m



Distance: 100m

Movement and posture



Distance: 80m

Sex and age 



Distance: 50m

Haircolor and characteristics 



Distance: 20m

Public distance



Distance: 10m

Facial expression and emotions



Distance: 5m

Social distance and contact 



Distance: 2m

Personal distance and conversation



Distance: 0,5m 

Intimate and sensitive distance



The social field of vision 

Distance 100 – 0,5m



We need a lot of stimulus 

1000 stimulus per hour = 

1 per every 4 seconds





Small scale 5 km/h architecture

Human scale many details interaction



Lots of data on cars and traffic

Always an office for transport

No data on pedestrians and cyclists

Never an office for urban life

People are invisible in traditional planning



Data on people make them visible in planning



Planning for a Liveable City
Not only are new quality criteria required - but also a new planning process

Buildings / Budynki

Life / Życie

Space / 
Przestrzeń



PROXIMITY



Fine grain Network for People on Foot and on Bikes



Spaces of Human Scale acting as Equalizers



Active Frontages creating Social Opportunities for People to meet



DIVERSITY



Mixed Use and overlap of Functions ensures diversity of activities



Cities must cater for all age groups and invite for a healthy active life style



Experience of Safety



FLEXIBILITY



Joined up Buildings makes Flexible Urban Frameworks



Varied Building Sizes and Spatial Conditions on the Plot allow Different Functions



Allow for change of use over Time



A HUMAN SCALE

urban capital



Consider Space as a Limited Natural Resource



Small Dimensions are more Social and provide better Microclimate



Small can also be more efficient – closeness can create innovation and urban capital



We can design a City full of Sustainable Buildings



But it does not mean that the City is Sustainable

Images from US, Mexico, Europe, Asia





More than 50% bike to work

50% reduction of accidents

80% feeling safe bicycling

The Best Bicycle City in the World 
Aim for 2015

The Best Bicycle City in the World 

Aim for 2015

More than 50% bike to work

50% reduction of accidents

80% feeling safe bicycling



Biking is for everybody



The Danish Crown Prince is doing it too



In Copenhagen you grow up as a bicyclist



We use it for transportation, not just exercise



What is good about bicycling?
Another 12 good reasons…



Bicycling in Copenhagen



Constant improvements



Bicycling has doubled in the last 10 years

More bicycles than cars

Inner city morning peak



Numbers from 2006

Go to work on your bicycle

• 36 % use bicycle

• 27 % drive car

• 33 % use public transit

• 5 % walk



Go to work on your bicycle
70 % continue 

in the winter
70 % continue 

in the winter



A city full of bicyclists is a friendly city



It is easy to bring the bicycle along
Pedestrians & bicyclists are related

Yes, we can easily 

become 

pedestrians

True door to 

door transport



It is the quickest and easiest way 
to get around in cities



Prioritize Safety: Make seperated bicycle tracks & medianes



Make crossings safe



…if you give the bicyclist the priority!

5-6 seconds green 

light before the cars.

Bicyclists can turn 

right but cars can 

not.



Both ways through one way streets



Bicycle lanes are efficient

• 5 times more people can 

move per hour on a 

bicycle lane compared 

with a lane for cars.

• (Estimation by the 

planners in the 

Municipality of 

Copenhagen)



Bicycles take up little space

• 10 bicycles = 1 car parking space



If the weather is bad or the distance too long 
– use public transit



Bicycles on commuter trains



i

Bicycles on the Metro



Bicycles on taxies



More and more cities are introducing the ”Copenhagen Model”

Sustainability helps focusing on pedestrians and bicyclists



GEHL Architects in New York – Hardware & Software



Improve the bicycling infrastructure and experience

Introduce bicycling infrastructure as an 
important step towards a sustainable 

and healthy city lifestyle.

Mainstreamed 

bicycle culture

Complete the 

city wide 

network

Simple and 

straight forward 

network

Bicycle lanes 

where people 

want to go

Improve 

bicycling 

experience







Spring Street



Grand Street



Finn Square



West Broadway



Astor Place





Brighton before / przed



Brighton before / przed



Brighton after / po



Brighton after / po











A Sustainable Urban Culture

We must take People into account and change Methodology, 
Design and Process Management towards People Oriented 

and Sustainable Build Form



Planowanie dla ludzi
Dzięęęękuje
Learn more on www.gehlarchitects.dk


